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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members have 2 minutes re-
maining in this vote. 

b 1722 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive), the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mrs. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF NATIONAL CENTER FOR 
MISSING AND EXPLOITED CHIL-
DREN 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 454) recognizing the 
25th anniversary of the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Children. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 454 

Whereas an estimated 800,000 children are 
reported missing each year in the United 
States; 

Whereas 200,000 of that number are ab-
ducted by family members, and 58,000 are ab-
ducted by non-family members, for which 
the primary motive is sexual assault; 

Whereas each year 115 children are the vic-
tims of the most serious abductions, kid-
napped by non-family members and either 
ransomed, murdered, or taken with the in-
tent to keep; 

Whereas the National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children (NCMEC) serves as the 
national resource center and information 
clearinghouse for missing and exploited chil-
dren; 

Whereas NCMEC was established by Con-
gress in 1984; 

Whereas NCMEC has assisted law enforce-
ment in the recovery of more than 138,500 
children; 

Whereas NCMEC’s Amber Alert program 
has led to 443 recoveries; 

Whereas in 2008, NCMEC helped recover 
more children than any other year in the or-
ganization’s 25-year history, raising the re-
covery rate from 62 percent in 1990 to 97 per-
cent today; 

Whereas NCMEC operates the toll-free 24- 
hour national missing children’s hotline, 
which has handled more than 2,377,000 calls; 

Whereas NCMEC provides assistance to 
families and law enforcement agencies in lo-

cating and recovering missing and exploited 
children, both nationally and internation-
ally; 

Whereas NCMEC offers technical assist-
ance and training to law enforcement in 
identifying and locating non-compliant sex 
offenders; 

Whereas NCMEC has a team of forensic 
artists who create age progression photos, 
which has assisted in the successful recovery 
of 895 children; 

Whereas NCMEC CyberTipline has handled 
more than 686,000 reports; 

Whereas NCMEC’s Child Victim Identifica-
tion Program has reviewed and analyzed 
23,000,000 child pornography images and vid-
eos, 8,600,000 in 2008 alone; 

Whereas NCMEC’s sex offender tracking 
team has already located 402 missing sex of-
fenders; 

Whereas NCMEC operates a child victim 
identification program to assist law enforce-
ment in identifying victims of child pornog-
raphy; 

Whereas NCMEC develops and dissemi-
nates programs and information about Inter-
net safety and the prevention of child abduc-
tion and sexual exploitation; 

Whereas NCMEC facilitates the deploy-
ment of the National Emergency Child Loca-
tor Center during periods of national disas-
ters; and 

Whereas NCMEC deploys Team Adam, a 
rapid response and support system comprised 
of retired law enforcement officers, to pro-
vide on-site technical assistance to local law 
enforcement agencies investigating cases of 
child abduction and sexual exploitation: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the 25th anniversary of the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
KIRKPATRICK of Arizona). Pursuant to 
the rule, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. TONKO) and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. PLATTS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend their 
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 454. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 454, which 
recognizes the 25th anniversary of the 
National Center For Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. The NCMEC serves as 
the national resource center for miss-
ing and exploited children. 

It is estimated that 800,000 children 
are reported missing every year in the 
United States. Two hundred thousand 
of that number are abducted by family 
members, and 58,000 are abducted by 
nonfamily members, for which the pri-
mary motive is sexual assault. It is 
with great sadness that this national 
tragedy continues year after year. 

We recognize today the National Cen-
ter’s persistent efforts in reuniting 
families and stopping the abuse and ex-
ploitation of our children. During its 
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